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century. In the essay affirming that the highest good is to be
found in the spiritual life, he writes: "For if we hold the belly
and its fullness for the highest good, the worms will eat it. A
poor good over which the worms are master!" n
His tense style no longer reflects the spirit of a rebel. It be-
trays a deeply disturbed conscience and a desperate search for
salvation.
THE   SALVATION   OF   DR.   FAUSTUS
God cannot be found through the Light of Nature. Science does
not lead to liberation. It is Paracelsus' outcry which Marlowe
puts in the mouth of Dr. Faustus. (See the motto of this
chapter.) He has forfeited salvation. All his efforts have been
in vain.
Salvation is assured not through the laws of nature, but
through the power that can suspend them. The universe can
no longer be conceived as One and divine. Knowledge of good
and evil is more important than knowledge of nature. The
world is not God's emanation but His creation. The distance be-
tween God and man is unbridgeable.
Paracelsus became increasingly conscious of the gulf which
separates man, the world, and God. Unable to integrate his
knowledge in a monistic world view, he frantically asserts
that "I write pagan but yet am a Christian." In his last work,
which most followers consider his most important, he sums up
the fruit of his contemplations: "Two kinds of wisdom are in
the world; one is eternal, the other mortal"
His new obsession with the "two worlds" led him to revise
all his earlier statements about good and evil. He had main-
tained at length the dialectical view that good and evil, poison
and arcanum, are in everything. Now he asserts that "we cannot